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Courland than the most burdensome tax could be; for
nothing can prevent the Russian superintendents from
feigning, whenever they please, the existence of one or
of several of such or such Russian subjects, in such or
such a part of Courland, or from taking the refusal of
restitution for granted, in order to lay the country under
the contribution of an equal number of hundreds of
ducats (the sum fixed by the stipulation for each Mus-
covite whom the Courlanders shall refuse to deliver up),
whenever the Russian treasury, or the Russian delegate,
shall stand in need of, or whenever the country shall be
enabled to pay, such sums of money. I again repeat
that similar practices, openly in Courland, in other parts
more secretly, similar projects I say, are carried on in all
the countries that border upon Russia. Let us return to
Berlin.

Trumpel, the groom whom I mentioned to you in my
last, is discharged. This exertion has excited much
astonishment. The King certainly rouses himself as
much as he can, that he may not be governed, and this
is the most distinct act of self-will which has hitherto
been discernible in the Monarch.

On Thursday evening he supped at the confidential
table, at which there are no servants, but the guests are
supplied by tours.* The supper was more than gay.
Ten persons were present. When it was over, the ladies
of honor were visited, one after the other.

Prince Henry, who has this week given grand dinners
to the civil and military officers of the Court, a thing he
never did before, supped on Monday with the reigning
Queen and her whole Court. This proves nothing,
except a desire to keep up the appearance of politeness.
I forgot to say that he is to give a 'dinner to-morrow to
all the subalterns of the regiment of Braun. This is
gratuitous and ridiculous affectation, and will never make
his peace with the army, by which he is truly de-
spised.

* Dumb-waiters, or rather a kind of machinery, of French invention,
made to ascend through the floor, or pass through apertures in the
wall, that the unobserved gue^jnay indulge in the most detestable
licentiousness.o unlimited abuse, and
